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LABOR DEPARTMENT ‘TOASTMASTERS ' 
OR B HIGH S STUDENTS 


WASHINGTON--It was a first for the Labor Department's 
Belaborers' Toastmasters Club and students from the Charles Hart 
Junior High School. 


It was the first time that the Belaborer' Toastmasters Club 
sponsored a Youth Leadership Program. And it was the first time 
that youths from the inner-city high school had participated in 
such an activity. 


Says Helen Taylor, program coordinator, "There was some 
apprehension at the start, but the excitement and enthusiasm 
displayed by the youth buoyed our spirits and determination. 


"It gave all our club members a real good feeling in seeing 
the marked improvement and self-confidence the youths 
demonstrated from week to week." 


Doris Smith, president of the Belaborers' club, said that 


the true sign of success was that the students were so positive 
about the eight week program that they wanted to start a 
Toastmasters' club of their own. 


More significant, Smith added, the students have 
requested that the program be continued. She also noted that as 
other students heard about the program, they too wanted to join 
the class. At times, some students would simply walk in and 
observe the class for a while, she said. 


Smith said the program's primary objective was to help 
students develop leadership qualities and skills in public 
speaking. 


Fred Drayton called the experience "rewarding" as 
Toastmasters and as individuals. 


"We came to teach and be supportive, but we also learned a 
lot," Drayton said. "We could feel the change of how students 
related to us, to themselves and to each other. 
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"The students really opened up and in the end were sharing 
deep personal views about such subjects as drugs, their 
environment, education and their aspirations," Drayton added. 


Drayton stressed the importance of public speaking and 
assured the students that sweaty palms and other signs of 
nervousness were okay. Most beginners have similar reactions he, 
told the students. 


Smith added that on completing the course the students will 
receive a certificate from the Belaborer's Toastmasters Club. 


The Charles Hart Junior High School is the Labor 
Department's "adopted" school under the adopt~-a-school program. 


In addition to Drayton, Smith and Taylor, others who served 
on this project include: Siam Rajah, Dorothy Robinson, Gwen 
Simms, Evora McGlone, William Cato and David Weinstein. They 
represent various Labor Department agencies and the District of 
Columbia Employment Service. 
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BLACK FEMALE BECOMES CERTIFIED WELDER 
THROUGH JTPA-FUNDED TRAINING PROGRAM 


LAGRANGE, Ga.-- Not long ago, Katie Powell was a name on the welfare 
rolj, a single parent and mother of three. 


Today, a graduate of West Georgia Technical School, she is a certified 
welder and earns $7.50 an hour. 


For Powell, the road from welfare to self-sufficiency was paved by a 
program funded under the Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA). _JTPA is 
administered by the U.S. Labor Department's Employment and Training 
Administration. 


Powell said that having an all-male class "made me work even harder. 
They encouraged me and were proud of my effort to make a better life for 
my three children, who ranged in age from one to six." 


Her employer, Wheelabrator Corporation, has also been supportive, Powell 
said. "I've had great help from the plant manager, my supervisor, co-workers 
and even the office staff.” 


A non-traditional welding career lured Powell after a short 
stint in the nursing program. "I thought of becoming a nurse but 
the schedule would keep me away from my children too much and I 
needed a job that would pay more." 


More pay may have led Powell to the classroom door, but 
getting her through it and keeping her there fell to welding 
instructor Steve Wilkinson. 


Describing Wilkinson as one who “sort of adopted me," Powell 
credits him with having taught her the self confidence and 
technical skill to complete the program. 


"When I first walked into the classroom and saw all those 
men, I almost ran," Powell admitted. 


According to Gene Rumfeldt, Powell’s supervisor, “the top 
doesn’t do the usual assembly line work where a welder needs to 
know only one job, but requires working from blueprints doing all 
phases of a job. Although Katie is a novice, she continues to 
learn and make progress at difficult, demanding work." 


Independence is her greatest achievement, claims Powell. "I 
pay my own rent, drive my own car, provide for my children and am 
on my own for the first time in my life. I’m very proud." 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Today, 7 of 10 women between 25 and 54 years of age are in 
the labor force, according to the Monthly Labor Review, a 
publication of the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. This reflects the women's strong attachment to the 
labor force which has increased dramatically since the end of 
World War II. 


# # # 


Women today work more hours per week and more weeks per year 
than they did 10 or 20 years ago.. The majority of women 25 to 
54 years of age who worked in 1986 did so full time, year round, 
according to an article in the March 1988 issue of the Monthly 
Labor Review. The Monthly Labor Review is a publication of the 
U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


# # # 


In 1957, only about 33 percent of married women 25 to 54 
were in the labor force, compared with approximately 80 percent 
of single women and 65 percent of widowed, divorced, and 
separated women combined, according to the March issue of the 
Monthly Labor Review, a publication of the U.S. Labor 
Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


# # # 


Between 1957 and 1987, married women entered the labor 
market in record numbers and their participation rate more than 
doubled-- to 68 percent, while the rate for single women remained 
around 80 percent, and that for widowed, divorced, or separated 
women rose to 79 percent, according to the March issue of the 
Monthly Labor Review, a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # 
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CONSUMER EXPENDITURE SURVEY: 
RESULTS FROM 1986 


Americans are continuing to spend more of their incomes on cars and relatively 
less on food, according to the latest Consumer Expenditure Survey of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, U.S. Department df Labor. (See Table A.) 


These trends are evident since 1980 when the current survey began on a continuing 
basis. The Consumer Expenditure Survey is the only national survey that provides both 
data on household expenditures and on demographic characteristics of households. While 
different kinds of households spend differently, these two trends apply generally 
across all age and income groups. 


While average household expenditures rose only 2 percent from 1985 to 1986, expenditures on 
new cars and trucks rose 18 percent, following a 16 percent increase from 1984 to 1985. 

Prices for new cars and trucks as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose only 4.3 
percent from 1985 to 1986. This reflects an increase in the number of vehicles purchased as 
well as the purchase of more expensive vehicles. Consumers in the Northeast increased their 
spending on new vehicles more than consumers in other- regions of the country, and households 
with head aged 45 to 54 increased their vehicle expenditures more than other age groups. 
Expenditures for used vehicles also rose--up 11 percent from 1985 to 1986. The increase in 
spending on vehicles in the past several years is reflected in the share of total expenditures 
accounted for by vehicle purchases rising from 7 percent in 1980 to 10 percent in 1986. 


The 1986 increase in vehicle expenditures more than offset the 11 percent drop in gasoline and 
motor oil expenditures, resulting in a 6 percent increase in consumers' overall transportation 
expenditures from 1985. The decrease in gasoline and motor oil expenditures 
was less than the 21 percent decline in the prices of these items as measured by the CPI. The 
drop in gasoline prices in the 1980's contributed to the declining share of gasoline expendi- 


Table A. Component shares of total annual expenditures, Interview survey, 
1980, 1984, 1985, and 1986 


Total expenditures 

Food 

Housing 

Apparel and services 
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reading, education, tohacco and smoking supplies, miscellaneous 
expenditures, and cash contributions. 
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tures over the period, as the share dropped from 7 percent of total ‘expenditures in 1980 to 4 
percent in 1986. 


Consumers' expenditures on food remained about the same from 1985 to 1986; however, since 
1980, the food share of consumers’ overall expenditures has shown a steady decline. In 1980, 
food accounted for about 19 percent of total expenditures, but, by 1986, the share had droppe 
to about 15 percent. The decline is accounted for entirely by the drop in food at home as th 
share for food away from home increased over the period. 


While expenditures on food, apparel, and reading each stayed about the same from 1985 to 1986 
expenditures on housing and health care showed moderate increases over the period--housing 
rose 3 percent and health care rose about 2 percent. Expenditures on public transportation 
and cash contributions each dropped about 7 percent. Expenditures on miscellaneous goods and 
services (which includes such items as legal and accounting fees, banking fees, funerals, and 
union dues and occupational expenses) dropped about 4 percent. Other findings from the 1986 
Consumer Expenditure Survey show that: 


Expenditures on meals taken outside the home continued to account for a 
larger share of total food expenditures. Food away from home rose 2.6 
percent from 1985 to 1986 while food at home decreased 2.3 percent. 

Between 1980 and 1986, the share of the total food dollar 
spent away from home rose from 31 percent to 37 percent. 


The lowest .20 percent of households as ranked by income spent 18 percent of 
their total expenditures on food compared with 12 percent spent by households 
ranked in the highest quintile of income. Households with head aged 75 and 
over spent 17 percent of their total pn food compared with 14 percent spent 
by households with head aged 25 to 34. 


Personal insurance and pensions, which consist largely of Social Security 
contributions, showed large increases between 1980 and 1986 due to the 
increases in the Social Security contribution rate and in the maximum 
amount of income to which the rate applies. The increase had a large 
impact on working-age households aged 25 to 64. 


While expenditures for the overall utilities, fuels, and public services 
component showed little change from 1985 to 1986, expenditures for 

natural gas fell 10 percent and expenditures for fuel oil fell 16 per- 
cent. Prices also declined for natural gas (5 percent) and fuel oil 

(22 percent). Electricity expenditures and prices both rose over the 
_period--expenditures by 4 percent and prices by 1 percent. Expenditures 
on utilities and fuels are affected by weather conditions as well as price 
change. Expenditures for this component rose at a rate of about 9 percent 
per year from 1980 to 1984 but showed little chanae from 1984 to 1986. 

As a result, its share of expenditures rose slightly from 1980 to 1984 

but dropped back to its 1980 level by 1986. 


Expenditures for TV's, VCR's, radios, and sound equipment continued to 
increase--5 p:rcent from 1985 to 1986--but at a slower rate than the 15 
percent increase from 1984 to 1985. 
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